ONLINE RESOURCES:

A Consumer's Guide to Automobile Insurance:
www.ncdoi.com/_publications/consumer%20guide%20
to%20automobile%20insurance_caul.pdf

www.cjglawfirm.com
(includes informational videos, FAQs, and blog)

Information for cyclists:
www.bikelaw.com

Please remember, every case is different. This brochure
is meant as a general guide and not as specific legal advice.
If you have been in a wreck, we are ready to help today.

Call us at 888-407-5921 or visit our website, cjglawfirm.com.

© Copeley Johnson & Groninger PLLC. All rights reserved.

We hope you will never be in a wreck. Chances
are, you won't. But, there are a lot of irrespon-
sible drivers out there causing injuries every
day. Some are driving while impaired. In case
one of these drivers appears out of nowhere
and you happen to be in the wrong place at

the wrong time, we want you and your family

to be protected as much as possible. We don't
want you to be at the mercy of the other driver’s
insurance company. The other driver's company
has a duty to protect that driver, not you! This
brochure explains how insurance works after a
wreck and what your insurance agent should be
telling you now.
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8 questiowns your North Carolina
insurance agent sluoul d answer
lbefore you are ever in a wreck
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significant assets, you may want to purchase an umbrella policy
to protect those assets in case you happen to cause a wreck.
Also, some umbrella policies will kick in and provide payments to
you in case another person injures you and doesn't have enough
insurance. Your insurance agent should tell you if this coverage is
available to you.

A serious injury can be financially devastating if you don't have

You should not accept a settlement from an underinsured driver's insurance enough insurance. So it makes sense to buy as much UM/UIM cover-
company unless you have written approval in advance from your own ageasyoucan afford. In North Carolina, UM/UIM coverage usually
insurance company. Otherwise, your company can refuse to pay your UM/ comes in these amounts:

UIM claim. The reason is that when you file a UM/UIM claim, you're autho- . $30,000 per person / $60,000 per accident

rizing your insurance company to “stand in your shoes” in pursuing a claim . $50,000 per person / $100,00 per accident
against the underinsured driver. If you settle with the driver's insurance - 06 o . $30'0 T e

- $1,000,000 per person or accident

If you are in a wreck, your own insurance company has a duty to look out
for your interests, but the other driver's company generally does not—
especially when it comes to your personal injuries. You do not have to
give a recorded statement to the other driver's insurance adjuster.
Even if you think you have an open-and-shut case, the law isn't always
simple. Insurance companies know all the legal loopholes, and the

other driver's company will try to use anything you say, no matter company, you're cutting off your own company's right to file a claim.

how innocent it seems, to try to avoid paying your claim. Let your

own agent or your lawyer handle things. This is your agent's job, and it's The cost difference between the lowest and highest levels of cover-

an easy way you can protect yourself ageisn't a lot, and having higher UM/UIM coverage can give you
invaluable peace of mind. It's one of the most important ways you
can protect yourself and your family. This is coverage your agent
should be trying hard to sell you.




